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Abstract:  This paper presents the results of a research project in which we have traced 
350 Rwandan households who were part of a rural household survey before the Rwandan 
genocide (1994). Economic, demographic and agricultural data from an extensive  1989-
1992 survey can be linked with the condition of the household at the time of the Genocide 
Transition Survey (2000). This allows us to study the fate of the household members 
during the genocide. Our results show that age, sex, the sex of the head of the household, 
the size of rented land, personal off-farm income, gross household income and farm-level 
anti-erosion investment significantly determine the probability of a household member to 
become a perpetrator of genocide. These results are interpreted in the political economy of 
Rwanda. 
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 It still is in Rwanda today, maybe even more as official parlance does not use the ethnic categories 
anymore. For our research strategy this meant that we had to approach this subject with much caution. 
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  This result is an indication that some households may have regarded participating in the genocide as a 
state-directed obligation. Peasant households under the Habyarimana regime had to contribute labour to 
the weekly Umuganda (a collective form of labour) and this was usually performed by one person per 
household. The 1993 FIDH human rights report on Rwanda as well as Desforges (1999) also describe 
how local authorities summoned people to participate in the killing, calling it a ‘special Umuganda’. 
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 In order limit the number of Tables presented, we do not present all cross-tabulations for small, middle-
sized and large farms on the one hand and the number of perpetrators in each of the productivity groups 
(> or < than average) on the other hand. Perpetrators were especially over-represented among farmers 
with good soil quality (low C-value) who rent in a lot of land. The data does not allow to distinguish 
between the soil quality of the owned and the rented land, but one may assume that farmers will not rent 
in land of poor soil quality (i.e., high C-values).  
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16

 Danielle De Lame, Royal Museum of Central Africa, Tervuren, personal communication on the issue of 
quasi-landless peasants, June 2002. Unfortunately, the data I use does not mention the kind of land 
rental relationships that the farmer-households were engaged in. I therefore have no data describing 
client-patron ties that determined land rentals.  

17
 The derivation and explanation of this model can be found in Liao, T.F., Interpreting probability models, 

Quantitative applications in the social sciences series, Sage publications, 1994 
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  The inclusion of a dummy variable for off-farm work (y/n) in stead of the level of off-farm income 
yields a significant result, but is ultimately less informative then the level of income of off-farm work. 
A variable discriminating between agricultural and non-agricultural off-farm work was not significant. 
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  Copies of these documents were made available by Alison Desforges from Human Rights Watch. She 
and her colleagues found and traced these kinds of documents after the genocide in Rwanda. 
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  Desforges, A., personal communication, December 2002. In the author’s doctoral dissertation, he tries 
to understand the logic of participation in genocide, using recent developments in the theory of political 
economy such as developed in Bardhan, P.(1997), Method in the Madness, a political economy analysis 
of ethnic conflicts in less developed countries, World Development, vol. 25, no. 9. 

24
  The notion of vulnerability can also be invoked to interpret the findings on the effect of sex of the 

household head. Young males in female headed households had no elder to protect them and hence 
were more subject to promises or pressure from powerful persons in the community. 
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28
  It is generally accepted that foreign aid at the end of the eighties and in the early nineties increased 

strongly and allowed the Rwandan elite to maintain the same lifestyle (see Uvin, 1998, p. 91) 
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29

  At this point, talking about “wages” is too general to draw definite conclusions. More research into the 
1992-1994 period could help us to find out what sections of society became poorer or richer. 
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